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PARENTHOOD
Single parenthood refers to a situation where a person lives with children or a child without having a partner or a spouse. A person may become a single parent due to the death of a partner, divorce, break-ups, rape, abandonment, domestic violence issues, and childbirth as a single parent. Single parenthood can pose challenges to both the parent and the child. For instance, economic difficulties, lack of school resources for children, economic instabilities, and increased rates of depression and anxiety (Ritcher et al, 2017). Therefore, the Australian government and different private sectors have developed different social institutions to help support the single parented families in Australia. 
The Good Shephard institution in Australia is a non-governmental institution concerned with the wellbeing and welfare of single parents and their children. It is one of Australia's oldest organization that works towards supporting disadvantaged single parents, and women that have suffered abuse, financial insecurities, and domestic violence. Their vision is to be a part of the global network of charities spanning up to approximately seventy nations in Europe, Asia, and South America. 
Their mission is to aspire all single parents, and their families to be safe, strong, and connected. Their major purpose is to ensure there is fulness of life in single parents, especially women, and girls that are experiencing hardships. Their governing values involve justice by ensuring justice, reconciliation, understanding, and audacity. That is, Justice involves challenging governmental systems to ensure gender pay equality, childcare, health benefit policies by advocating on behalf of families facing barriers such as financial difficulties and stigmatization. Their “treating families fairly” initiative aims at the exploration of the links between the functioning of the families, financial stress, and safety of the children in the household in terms of education availability and healthcare support. 
According to their annual report, 42% of the Australian population is single parented, and 53% of the single parents make an annual income of $40,000, 44% of them have no savings, and 90% of the single mothers are constantly worried about their financial safety. These statistics show that they are constantly facing financial changes. Thus, The Good Shephard aims at advocating for single parents. Therefore, they aim at seeking positive alterations of the laws, governmental policies, and social norms to ensure that the needs, and requirements of the single parented citizens of Australia. That is, they are responsible for the identification of barriers that families and women face that are either misunderstood or left out by the policymakers, and offer innovative solutions, recommendations, and collaboration with policymakers to ensure struggling families are catered for. 
In summary, being a single parent is one of the major challenges facing the Australian community. An increase in the number of domestic violence, abuse, and financial insecurities in single parenthood in the early eighteenth century led to the founding of the Good Shephard. Over 180 years later, they are still working towards advocation for women, girls, and single-parented families to ensure that their social, mental, and economic needs are considered. They do this by determining policies and laws that have neglected single parents, thus ensuring that policymakers work towards pay equality, paternity and maternity leave, resource provision to new parents, childcare, attitudes towards sex and sexuality, and health benefits. 
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